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Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall, 

Boston,  May  8,  1899. 

To  the  City  Council : 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
on  Free  Municipal  Lectures,  giving  a  summary  of  the  work 
of  the  past  winter  season,  and  I  suggest  that  the  same  be 
printed  as  a  public  document. 

Respectfully, 

JOSIAH    QUINCY, 

Mayor. 


64  Pemberton  Square,  Boston,  May  1,  1899, 

Hon.  Josiah  Quixcy, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 

Sir,  —  In  compliance  with  your  request  the  Mayor's  Advi- 
sory Committee  on  Free  Municipal  Lectures  herewith  presents 
the  report  of  its  work  during  the  season  which  has  just 
closed,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  all  lectures  given. 

For  the  Committee, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charlotte  Barrell  Ware, 

Secretary, 
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Joseph  Lee,  Chairman. 
Mrs.   Robert    Allison    Ware. 

Secretary. 
Dr.  John  G.  Blake. 
William  I.  Cole. 
Rabbi  Charles  Fleischer. 


Dr.  David  F.  Lincoln. 
Francis  A.  Morse. 
John  G.  Norris. 
Herbert  Putnam. 
Miss  Dora  Williams. 


REPORT. 


In  describing  this,  the  first  series  of  Free  Municipal  Lec- 
tures in  Boston,  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  certain  other  lecture 
systems,  in  which  the  present  one  may  be  said  to  have  had  its 
origin. 

Courses  of  free  lectures  were  established  in  New  York 
City  by  the  School  Board  in  the  spring  of  1889,  and  have 
continued  under  the  control  of  the  same  body  until  now.  Dur- 
ing the  first  season  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  lectures  were 
given,  with  an  average  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen. In  the  following  season  there  were  decided  symptoms 
of  flagging  interest ;  but  with  the  appointment  of  the  present 
manager.  Dr.  Leipziger,  in  1890,  a  great  impetus  was  received, 
the  growth  having  steadily  continued  until  the  season  of 
1897-98,  when  a  total  attendance  of  over  half  a  million  was 
reached  at  forty-one  localities,  with  fifteen  hundred  and 
ninety-five  lectures. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  last  year  by  the  Educational 
Department  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  this  city, 
under  whose  direction  thirty-six  lectures  were  given  at  six 
public  school-houses  by  twenty-seven  lecturers.  The  ex- 
penses of  the  undertaking  were  paid  by  private  subscription, 
the  use  of  the  halls  being  given  free  of  cost.  The  stimulus 
to  this  enterprise  was  received  directly  from  an  address  given 
by  Dr.  Leipziger  before  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  the 
experience  gained  has  been  utilized  in  the  work  of  the  present 
Municipal  Course. 

The  system  of  lectures  described  in  the  present  report  was 
conducted  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
His  Honor  Mayor  Josiah  Quincy,  consisting  of  ten  mem- 
bers. 

Their  first  meeting  was  held  December  10,  1898,  and  the 
lectures  ran  from  January  12  to  April  18,  1899.  As  the 
time  for  arranging  courses  was  short,  it  was  thought  best  to 


Free  Municipal  Lectures.  3 

make  the  beginning  at  one  point  only,  and  to  postpone  open- 
ing at  the  other  localities  until  four  weeks  later.  The  place 
chosen  for  the  opening  course  was  Bates  Hall,  in  the  Old 
Public  Library  Building,  one  of  the  most  central  and  best- 
known  points  in  the  city. 

It  was  further  decided  to  give  dignity  to  this  "  Central " 
<30urse  by  making  it  representative  of  national,  municipal  and 
social  interests,  in  a  way  to  attract  public  attention.  In 
pursuance  of  this  plan  it  was  the  first  work  of  the  committee 
to  secure  speakers  upon  three  sets  of  topics  under  the  desig- 
nations of  "Imperialism,"  "Boston,"  and  "Social  and  Indus- 
trial Subjects,"  in  each  of  which  four  lectures  were  given, 
beginning  January  12,  and  continuing  once  a  week.  The 
interest  shown  in  these  courses  was  great  from  the  outset, 
hundreds  being  turned  away  from  the  first  four  lectures  for 
w^ant  of  room.  The  course  was  opened  by  Mayor  Quincy  in 
an  address  setting  forth  the  objects  of  the  lectures  and  adding 
a  few  Avords  in  reference  to  the  special  subject  of  the  even- 
ing. A  list  of  the  speakers  and  their  subjects  is  placed  at 
the  close  of  this  report. 

Local  courses  were  also  established  at  nine  other  points  in 
different  parts  of  the  city,  as  follows :  East  Boston,  Ljnnan 
School;  Charlestown,  High  School;  North  End,  Hancock 
School;  West  End,  Bowdoin  School;  South  End,  ward- 
room, Old  Franklin-School  Building;  ^Roxbury,  Sherwin 
School ;  South  Boston,  Shurtleff  School ;  Dorchester,  ward- 
room at  Meeting  House  Hill ;  Jamaica  Plain,  Lowell 
School.  The  free  use  of  the  school  halls  was  given  by  the 
School  Committee. 

The  number  of  lectures  assigned  for  each  place  was  eight, 
to  be  given  in  February  and  March  ;  a  few  extra  numbers 
were  given,  making,  with  the  twelve  of  the  Centi-al  course,  a 
total  of  eighty-six  lectures.  In  three  of  the  schools  the 
lectures  ran  on  into  April.  The  number  of  lecturers  was 
forty. 

The  lectures  have  embraced  the  following  topics  : 

1.  Sociology  and  Industry        .         .  .  .  .  .1(3 

2.  Municipal  Life 13 

3.  Political  Science  .......        6 

4.  Hygiene  (besides  six  under  topic  2)      .  .  .  .1 

5.  Nature  Study       ........       4 

6.  Art  and  Music     ........       ,5 

7.  History  and  Biography         .  .  .  .  .  .13 

8.  Literature  ......"...       3 

9.  Travel  and  Geography         .  .  .  .  ,  .25 

86 
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The  purpose  and  aim  of  the  Municipal  Courses  of  Lectures; 
as  conceived  in  advance  can  best  be  stated  by  quoting  from  a 
letter  addressed  by  the  Mayor  to  the  School  Committee 
under  date  of  October  25,  1898,  and  from  the  Mayor's  open- 
ing address : 

From  the  Letter  to  the  School  Committee. 
"  I  wish  to  direct  your  particular  attention  to  the  point 
that  such  courses  of  lectures  afford  extensive  and  varied 
opportunities  for  the  continuance  of  education  in  adult  life,, 
and  that  the  plan  involves  a  much  larger  utilization,  with  a 
shght  additional  cost,  of  a  very  expensive  school  plant.  In 
view  of  the  very  large  sums  of  money  which  this  city  has  in- 
vested, and  is  still  investing,  in  school  buildings,  it  is  cer- 
tainly important  from  a  mere  economical  standpoint  that 
these  should  be  put  to  the  largest  possible  use  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community.  It  hardly  seems  intelligent  to  confine  the 
use  of  expensive  school  buildings,  many  of  them  containing 
halls  well  adapted  for  lectures,  to  the  hours  when  the  schools 
are  in  session ;  and  if  there  is  among  the  people  of  this  city 
as  much  of  a  thirst  for  knowledge  as  has  been  demonstrated 
to  exist  among  the  people  of  New  York —  and  we  surely  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  this  is  the  case  —  it  would  certainly 
seem  wise  to  extend  very  gi-eatly,  in  ever}^  section  of  the  city,, 
the  facilities  for  public  instruction,  and  to  offer  them  to  adults 
as  well  as  to  the  young,  when  it  can  be  done  at  such  a  com- 
paratively small  additional  expenditure." 

Feom  the  Opening  Address. 
"  This  is,  therefore,  an  undertaking  to  popularize  adult 
education,  to  stimulate  thought,  to  encourage  reading  and  to 
promote  enlightenment;  it  is  not  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
children,  who  are  provided  with  their  own  opportunities  for 
acquiring  an  education  through  the  rich  facilities  afforded  by 
our  public  schools  of  different  grades,  but  for  those  who  have 
passed  beyond  the  school  age,  yet  who  are  aware  how  little 
of  the  rich  stoi'C  of  human  knowledge  can  be  taught  within 
the  walls  of  a  school-room,  who  realize  that  education  con- 
tinues throughout  life,  and  who  are  ambitious  to  add  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  world  in  which  they  live,  and  to  fit  them- 
selves to  better  perform  as  citizens  their  part  m  its  govern- 
ment. It  will  be  the  endeavor  of  the  Committee  to  make 
this  process  of  continuing  education  interesting,  even  enter- 
taining at  times,  as  well  as  instructive,  and  to  so  choose  the 
lecturers  and  the  subjects  as  to  enlarge  the  knowledge  and 
broaden  the  minds  of  those  who  shall  attend  them,  along 
lines  which  will  really  have  some  value  and  significance." 
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Although  the  educative  purpose  has  been  hehl  clearly  in 
view,  it  was  not  thought  best  at  the  outset  and  with  so  small 
a  number  of  lectures,  to  give  a  distinct  prevalence  to  the 
didactic  tone,  or  to  group  lectures  in  subjects  except  in  the 
■case  of  the  "•  Central "  courses.  The  element  of  attraction, 
however,  is  indispensable ;  and  with  this  fact  in  view,  free 
use  was  made  of  the  stereopticoh,  rather  more  than  one-half 
of  the  lectures  being  thus  illustrated.  As  a  result,  it  occa- 
sionally happened  that  at  a  given  place  the  audiences  were 
of  twice  the  size  on  those  evenings  when  stereopticon  views 
were  given  as  compared  with  other  evenings.  Tlie  Central 
courses,  as  is  indicated  by  the  subjects  chosen,  have  been 
marked  by  a  distinct  educational  aim  in  the  direction  of 
public  affairs.  If  any  one  idea  can  be  said  to  have  been 
given  special  prominence,  it  has  been  that  of  municipal  im- 
provement, as  illustrated  by  lectures  on  parks,  common  prop- 
erty, passenger  transportation,  baths  and  gymnasia,  and  civic 
architecture.  The  two  latter  subjects  have  proved  especially 
suited  to  the  wishes  of  the  public,  and  the  two  corresponding 
lectures  have  been  delivered  in  seven  different  localities  with 
■distinct  evidences  of  public  interest  and  approbation,  which 
has  also  called  for  their  repetition  under  other  auspices. 

There  has  been  a  wide  range  of  literary  quality  in  the 
lectures,  but  experience  has  shown  that  the  importance  of 
this  quality  is  secondary  to  that  of  the  human  element. 
Good  writing  is  not  sufficient.  Whether  written  or  not,  the 
lecture  must  bring  the  speaker's  personality  and  thought  into 
direct  contact  with  that  of  his  hearers.  Written  lectures  are 
a  hindrance  to  this  so  far  as  they  stand  between  the  speaker 
and  his  audience.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  for  the 
<3ourses  a  number  of  men  and  women  of  eminent  reputation,  and 
on  the  whole,  this  effort  has  been  rewarded  by  public  apprecia- 
tion. In  the  case  of  many  of  these,  the  acceptance  of  the 
regular  fee  (of  ten  dollars  a  lecture)  has  practically  amounted 
to  the  gift  of  their  services ;  and  this  has  been  literally  the 
case  in  several  instances,  where  all  compensation  was  de- 
clined. For  those  who  have  shown  their  public  spirit  in  this 
manner  the  -committee  can  do  no  less  than  express  the  grati- 
tude of  the  community. 

The  committee  venture  to  think  that  the  benefit  received 
from  such  contact  with  persons  of  intellectual  and  moral 
eminence  is  of  a  peculiar  value,  not  to  be  rated  in  the  same 
class  with  the  entertainment  or  instruction  given  by  the 
average  lecturer.  An  appreciative  respect  for  superioritj^  is 
better  than  smatterings  of  information  picked  up  from  floating 
•data.      It    is    certainly    desirable    that    people    should    be 
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acquainted  with  a  great  many  facts  about  the  world,  its  con- 
tents and  its  laws ;  but  by  far  the  greatest  thing  in  the  world 
are  its  great  men  and  women,  and  there  is  no  gift  that  can 
be  bestowed  on  the  masses  of  our  people,  of  more  value  than 
a  personal  experience  of  their  living  faces  and  voices. 

The  free  municix3al  lectures  are  intended  to  attract  local 
audiences,  b}-  bringing  to  them  what  they  cannot  conveniently 
go  long  distances  to  hear.  It  is  hoped,  also,  that  they  will 
give  opportunity  for  a  development  of  local  consciousness,, 
feelings  of  local  interest  and  mutual  acquaintance,  and  a. 
local  public  spirit,  for  which  opportunities  are  now  lacking. 
The  committee  wish  to  recognize,  with  gratification,  certain 
efforts  to  promote  these  lectures,  on  the  part  of  private  indi- 
viduals to  whom  such  feelings  have  appealed.  It  may  also- 
be  pointed  out  that  certain  ward-rooms,  formerly  looked  upon 
as  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  voting  class,  have  been 
made  by  these  lectures  fit  places  for  the  resort  of  both  men 
and  women. 

The  character  of  the  audiences  has  quite  met  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  committee  —  solid,  serious,  and  ready  to  take 
amusement  or  instruction  as  they  came.  They  have  shown, 
an  attentiveness  and  good-breeding,  a  respect  for  place  and 
occasion,  which  we  accept  as  a  most  cheering  testimony  of 
popular  appreciation  of  the  undertaking,  of  equal  value  with 
the  evidence  of  numbers. 

The  age  of  admission  has  been  fixed  at  eighteen,  which  agreea 
with  the  New  York  practice.  Upon  this  point  the  Committee 
desire  to  enlarge  a  little.  The  question  of  the  admission  of 
children  has  been  forced  upon  their  notice  so  often  that  it 
seems  best  to  make  a  brief  statement  of  the  reason  for  adopt- 
ing this  policy.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  children  would 
find  the  lectures,  especially  the  illustrated  ones,  enjoyable 
and  often  profitable.  That  the  graduating  class  of  a  gram- 
mar school  should  have  admission  to  a  free  lecture  given  in 
their  own  hall,  seems  at  first  sight  a  reasonable  demand.^ 
Experiments  were  made  along  this  line  m  the  courses  given 
last  year  by  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  but  the  results 
were  unsatisfactory.  Numbers  of  young  children  slipped  in 
along  with  older  ones.  Lecturers,  brought  face  to  face  with 
this  element,  felt  constrained  to  adapt  the  tone  of  their  lectures 
to  its  requirements,  contrary  to  the  understood  design 
of  the  lectures,  and,  as  a  result,  adults  were  led  to  discon- 
tinue attendance  on  what  seemed  to  be  lectures  for  children. 
The  problem  of  keeping  order  also  presented  difficulties- 
which  it  was  hard  to  cope  with  in  the  circumstances  of  the- 
public  lectures.     The  experience  of  the  past  season  has  not 
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warranted  the  committee  in  abandoning  the  age  limit. 
Personal  observation  has  convinced  them  that  the  majority  of 
lecturers  are  either  not  prepared  for,  or  are  not  suited  to  an 
audience  of  children,  and  that  the  Municipal  Lectures  ought 
to  be  understood  as  lectures  for  adults. 

Supervision  has  been  effected  by  one  volunteer  for  each 
locality  —  often  the  master  of  the  school.  Where  possible, 
the  same  person  has  supervised  all  the  lectures  at  one  locality! 
Experience  has  shown  this  to  be  exceedingly  desirable. 
A  firm  and  experienced  control  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of 
the  lectures.  The  duties  of  supervision  comprised  the 
issuing  of  programs,  seeing  that  the  doors  were  opened  at  the 
right  time,  and  that  the  janitor's  work  was  done,  posting  and 
instructing  policemen,  introducing  the  lecturer,  watching 
over  the  order  of  the  room,  counting  the  audience,  etc.,  with 
the  forwarding  of  a  detailed  report  the  same  evening  to  the 
secretary. 

The  lectures  have  been  given  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  doors  being  open  at  7.30  P.M.  (in  the  case  of  the  Old 
Public  Library,  changed  to  7.15),  and  closed  at8  ;  no  tickets 
were  required;  from  one  to  three  policemen  were  present  at 
each  lecture. 

Owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  no  general  program  of 
the  lectures   could   be   published  in   advance.     Special  pro- 
grams for  each  locality,  announcing  the  four  lectures  for  one 
month,  were   issued  on   three   by  five-inch  slips.      By  per- 
mission of  the  School  Committee,  these  were  distributed  in 
part  among  the  pupils  of  the  grammar  classes,  the  children 
being  requested  to    give  them    to    their   parents.     For  the 
month  of  March  a  folder  was  issued  in  addition  to  the  above, 
reproducing  the  ten  programs  on  one  slip.     Window  cards 
(eleven  by  thirteen  inches),  with  announcement  of  locality 
and  four  lectures  each,  were  distributed  over  the  city,  and  as 
a  means  of  attracting  more  attention,  a  special  pictorial  card- 
program  in  two  colors  was  devised,  the  design  for  which  was 
contributed  by  Mr.  C.  Howard  Walker.     Various  forms  of 
large  placards   were  used    for  door    entrances,   and  in    one 
quarter  200  large  bills  were  posted  up.     The  announcement 
of  Municipal  Lectures  was  regularly  made  by  certain  daily 
papers  in  connection  with  lists  of  entertainments  for  the  day, 
and  other  frequent  notices  were  given.     Excellent  reports  of 
the  Central  courses- appeared  in  the  papers. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  daily  press  for  the  free  insertion  of 
announcements  of  lectures,  which  probably  constitutes  a 
principal  means  of  reaching  the  public.  The  personal  in- 
fluence and  presence  of  masters,  assistant  masters,  visiting 
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physicians,  and  residents  of  college  settlements,  as  super- 
visors of  the  lectures,  has  been  beyond  value,  and  deserves 
recognition  as  rendered  without  compensation. 

A  series  of  lists  of  works  of  reference,  in  illustration  of 
the  topics  of  the  Central  courses  of  lectures,  was  prepared  b}^ 
Mr.  Herbert  Putnam,  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Library. 
Six  of  these  lists  were  printed  for  distribution  at  these 
lectures ;  they  are  reproduced  in  the  "  Monthly  Bulletin  of 
Books  added  to  the  Public  Library,"  Vol.  IV.,  Nos.  2,  3,  4, 
under  the  following  titles  : 

(1.)  Imperialisui. 

(2.)  The  Water  Supply  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

(3.)  Civic  Architecture. 

(4.)  Passenger  Transporttition  iu  Boston. 

(5.)  Baths  and  Cymnasia. 

(6.)  The  Labor  Movement  in  England  and  America. 

Results  :  The  whole  number  of  lectures  given  being  86, 
and  the  total  attendance,  18,200,  the  average  per  lecture  is 
212.  The  variation,  however,  has  been  very  great;  the  Cen- 
tral courses  began  with  an  attendance  of  about  1,000,  the 
smallest  being  150.  The  numbers  at  the  local  courses 
ranged  from  32  to  525.  In  the  former  ease  there  was  a 
falling  away  after  the  first  lectures ;  in  the  latter  there  was 
a  great  but  irregular  increase,  doubtless  ascribable  to  the 
lectures  becoming  better  known.  In  some  localities  the 
lecture  is  now  so  popularized  that  large  audiences  are  at- 
tracted by  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  subject  or  speaker, 
independent  of  the  announcement  of  stereopticon  views  ;  it 
may  be  said  that  the  habit  of  going  has  begun  to  be  estab- 
lished. Included  under  the  latter  remark  are  certain 
localities  where  such  personal  contact  had  previously  existed 
between  the  masters  of  schools  and  their  neighborhood  as 
made  the  way  easy  for  the  introduction  of  these  lectures. 
Vigorous  advertising  by  the  enclosure  of  circulars  in  ad- 
dressed envelopes,  and  by  announcement  in  churches,  have 
also  brought  success. 

In  the  accompanying  table  attention  is  called  to  the  follow- 
ing points  : 

The  large  attcD dance  at  the  first  Central  course  may  have 
been  due  in  part  to  the  subject,  and  the  standing  of  the 
lecturers  ;  but  it  should  be  noted  that  the  sudden  fall  in 
average  attendance  at  the  second  and  third  courses  coincided 
with  the  opening  of  nine  other  (local)  courses. 

The  total  attendance  at  all  lectures  was  18,200,  averaging 
212 ;  divided  between  Central  courses,  5,580,  with  an  aver- 
age of  465,  and  local  courses,  12,620,  with  an  average  of  170. 
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The  effect  produced  upon  attendance  by  stereopticon 
illustrations  was  very  small  (7  per  cent,  increase)  in  the 
local  courses  as  a  whole.  In  South  Boston  the  apparent 
effect  (for  one  cannot  be  positive  where  data  are  so  few)  was 
a  lessening  of  attendance  ;  at  Central  courses  II.  and  III.,  and 
South  End,  there  was  no  change ;  at  Charlestown,  a  moderate 
increase ;  at  Jamaica  Plain  and  Dorchester,  a  considerable 
gain  ;  at  East  Boston,  North  End,  West  End,  and  Roxbury, 
very  great  gains.  The  smallest  audiences  were  affected 
much  more  than  the  large  ones. 

Statistics    of    Attendance    at    Free    Municipal    Lectures,    First 
Season,  1898-99. 


Totals 
of  attend- 
ance. 

Xo.  of 
lectures. 

With 
stere- 
opti- 
con. 

Average 
attend- 
ance 
at  all 
lectures. 

Averages 
at  stere- 
opticon 
lectures. 

Averages 
witliout 
stereop- 
ticon. 

Percent- 
age of 
gain  in 

stereop- 
ticon 

lectures. 

■Central  Course  I, 

"      II, 

"    III, 

"          "  total 

East  Boston 

Charlestown 

North  End 

WestEnd 

South  End 

Roxbury  

Soutli  Boston 

Dorchester 

Jamaica  Plain . . . 

All  local  courses. 

H,150 

1,210 

1,220 

.5,.580 

1,023 

2,510 

6s0 

(i81 

1,088 

1,124 

2,228 

668 

2,618 

12,620 

4 

4 
4 
12 

8 
8 
7 
8 
8 

10 
9 
8 
8 

74 

0 
4 

0 
4 

4 

5 
4 
3 
6 

4 

5 

4 

42 

787 

302 

307 

465 

128 

312 

97 

85 

136 

112 

248 

83 

327 

170 

138 
332 
112 
109 
185 
137 
231 
92 
375 
175 

60 
295 

59 

61 
137 

75 
261 

70 
280 
163 

130 
13 
90 
80 

83 
-13 
33 
34 

7 

Totals 

18,200 

86 

46 

212 

A  series  of  averages  was  made,  representing  the  rate  of 
increase  in  attendance  at  the  local  lectures  given  in  Februaiy 
and  March.  All  the  first  lectures  were  added  and  averaged; 
then  all  the  second  lectures ;  and  so  on,  not  counting  any 
lecture  beyond  the  eighth. 

The  series  thus  obtained  is:  154,  120,  160,  157,  194,  200, 
195,  208,  which  indicates  an  increase  of  34  per  cent,  in 
average  attendance  during  two  months. 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 

FREE 
MUNICIPAL  LECTURES. 


OLD     PUBLIC     LIBRARY. 

CENTRAL    COURSE    No.     I. 

Subject:    "IMPERIALISM." 


THURSDAY     EVENINGS, 

AT  8   O'CLOCK. 


Doors  open  at  7.30,  closed  at  8  o'clock. 

Tickets  not  required. 

No  one  under  eighteen  years  of  age  admitted. 


YOU    ARE    CORDIALLY    INVITED. 


CENTRAL    COURSE    No.     II. 

Subject:     "BOSTON." 

Monday,  February  6. 

Prof.   WILLIAM   T.   SEDGWICK, 

"  The  Water  Supply  of  Boston." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Friday,  February  24. 

Mr.   C.   HOWARD   WALKER, 

"  Civic  Architecture." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Monday,  February  27. 

Hon.  JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Mayor. 
"  Baths  and  Gymnasia." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Friday,  March  3. 

MR.  GEORGE  G.  CROCKER, 
"  Passenger  Transportation." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


CENTRAL    COURSE    No.     I. 

Subject:     "IMPERIALISM." 


Thursday,  January  12. 

Prof.   ALBERT   BUSHNELL   HART, 
OP  HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

His  Honor  Mayor  Quincy  will  preside. 


Thursday,  January  19. 


DR.   LYMAN  ABBOTT, 
OF  BROOKLYN,  N.Y. 


Thursday,  January  26. 

CHARLTON  T.   LEWIS,   ESQ., 
OF  NEW  YORK. 


Friday,  February  3. 


Dr.  FELIX  ADLER, 
OF  NEW  YORK. 


CENTRAL    COURSE    No.     III. 

SOCIAL    AND    INDUSTRIAL. 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

Miss    JANE     ADDAMS, 
HULL  HOUSE,  CHICAGO, 

"  Tolstoi  and  his  Social  Theories.' 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.   harry   LLOYD, 

"  The  Labor  Movement  in  England  and' 
America." 


Tuesday,  March  14. 

Hon.     CARROLL    D.     WRIGHT, 

WASHINGTON,   D.C. 

"  Tlie  Relation  of  Invention  to  Labor.' 


Tuesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  EDWIN  D.  MEAD, 

"  The  Larger  Patriotism." 


Free  Municipal  Lectures. 
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EAST    BOSTON. 

LYMAN    SCHOOL, 

CORNER    PARIS    AND    GOVE    STREETS. 


Thursday,  February  2. 

Mk.   RAYMOND   L.   BRIDGMAN, 

"How  Massachusetts  People  Govern 

Themselves." 


Thursday,  February  9. 

Prof.  H.  B.  RICHARDSON, 

"German  Peasant  Life." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  February  16. 

Rev.  W.   S.  KEY, 
"The  Homes  of  Our  Forefathers," 

(BOSTON,  ENGLAND.) 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  February  23. 

Rev.   EDWARD   G.   PORTER, 

"Old  Boston." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  March  9. 

Mk.   CHARLES   F.   DOLE, 

"Our  Common  Property,  and  how  to 
Increase  it." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  March  16. 

Dr.   RICHARD   CABOT, 

"  With  the  Bay  State  at  Puerto  Rico." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

Hon.  JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Mayor, 

"Baths  and  Gymnasia." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  March  30. 

Mr.   C.   HOWARD   WALKER, 

"The  Omaha  Exjyosition." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


CHARLESTOWN. 

HIGH    SCHOOL, 

MONUMENT    SQUARE. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

Mr.  JOSEPH   G.  THORP, 

"The  Charles  River  from  Source  to  Mouth." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 

Prof.   CHARLES   E.   FAY, 

"In  the  Canadian  Alps." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  February  28. 

Prof.  .TOHN  jNL  TYLER, 

"  Weeds." 


Thursday,  March  2. 

Mrs.  MARY  A.  LIVERMORE, 

"Some  Eminent  People  whom  I  have  met." 


Thursday,  March  9. 

Hon.   JOSIAH   QUINCY,   MAYOR, 

"Baths  and  Gymnasia." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Thursday,  March  16. 

Prof.  GEORGE  HERBERT  PALMER, 

"Tennyson  as  a  National  Poet." 
(With  Readings.) 


Thursday,  March  23. 

Mr.   GEORGE   G.  CROCKER, 

"Passenger  Transportation." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Wednesday,  March  29. 

Mr.   HENRY  T.   BAILEY, 

"Beauty  in  Common  TJdngs." 

Illustrated  by  Blackboards 
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NORTH    END. 

HANCOCK    SCHOOL, 

PARMENTER    STREET. 


Monday,  February  6. 

Me.   C.   HOWARD   WALKER, 
"  The  Omaha  Exposition. " 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Monday,  February  20. 

Mrs.   ALICE   FREEMAN   PALMER, 

" Bicycle  Journeys  in  Europe." 


Monday,  February  27. 

Mr.   WM.   LYMAN  UNDERWOOD, 

"Hunting  with  a  Camera." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Monday,  March  6. 

Mr.   CHARLES   BARNARD, 
"  The  Ship) — from  the  Rolling  Mill  to 
the  Sea." 
Illu.strated  by  Stereopticon. 


Monday,  March  13. 

PROF.   CHARLES   E.   FAY, 
"  Tn  the  Canadian  Alps." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon, 


Monday,  March  20. 

Miss   VIDA   D.   SCUDDER, 
"  The  Ideal  of  the  Hero  in  English  Letters." 


Monday,  March  27. 

Mr.  JOSEPH   G.   THORP, 

"  The  Charles  River  from  Source  to  Mouth." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


WEST   END. 

BOWDOIN    SCHOOL, 

MYRTLE    STREET. 


Wednesday,  February  1. 

Prof.   WILLIAM  T.   SEDGWICK, 
"  Germs  as  Friends  and  Foes." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Wednesday,  February  8. 

Prof.    CHARLES   E.   FAY, 

"  Mountaineering  in  Colorado." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Wednesday,  February  15. 

Miss   MARIA   L.   BALDWIN, 
"Harriet  Beecher  Stowe." 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

Prof.    GEORGE   H.   BARTON, 
"Hawaii." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

Mr.   CHARLES   P.   DOLE, 

"  Our  Common  Property  and  hoiu  to 
Increase  it." 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.   CHARLES   BARNARD, 

"  The  Shipi—from  the  Rolling  Mill  to 
the  Sea." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  March  14. 

Mr.   THOMAS   C.   ESTY, 
"How  the  Earth  Moves." 


Wednesday,  March  22. 

Prof.   H.   B.   RICHARDSON, 

"  German  Peasant  Life." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Free  Municipal  Lectures. 


13 


SOUTH    END. 

OLD    FRANKLIN    SCHOOL, 

WARD    ROOM,   WASHINGTON,    NEAR    DOVER    ST. 


Thursday,  February  2. 

M18S  VIDA  D.  SCUDDER, 

"Two  Social  Dreams." 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

Mr.  ROBERT  A.  WOODS, 

"  The  Story  of  Labor." 


Tuesday,  February  14. 

Prof.  CHARLES  E.  FAY, 

"In  the  Canadian  Alps." 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

Mr.  PAUL  DU  CHAILLU, 

"The  Great  African  Forest." 


Thursday,  March  30. 

Mr.  CHRISTOPHER  P.  BROOKS, 

"Cotton — from  Seed  to  Bale." 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


.Thursday,  April  6. 

Col.  T.  W.  HIGGINSON, 

"American  Orators  and  Oratory." 


Thursday,  April  13. 

Mr.  WM.  LYMAN  UNDERWOOD, 

"Hunting  ivith  a  Camera," 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Tuesday,  April  18. 

Mrs.  MARY  A.  LIVERMORE, 

"My  Story  of  the  War." 


ROXBURY. 

SHERWIN     SCHOOL, 

MADISON    SQUARE. 


Wednesday,  February  1. 

Prof.  GEORGE  H.  BARTON, 
"Haioaii," 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Wednesday,  February  8. 

,      Prof.  H.  B.  RICHARDSON, 

"German  Peasant  Life." 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Wednesday,  February  IS. 

Rev.  .JOHN  CUCKSON, 
"English  Parliamentary  Oratory." 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

Miss  MARIA  L.  BALDWIN, 

"Harriet  Beecher  Stowe." 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

Mr.  .JOSEPH  G.  THORP, 
"The  Charles  River  from  Source  to  Mouth.'' 
Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  henry  t.  bailey, 

"Beauty  in  Common  Things." 

Illustrated  by  Blackboard. 


Wednesday,  March  15.* 

Prof.  CHARLES  E.  FAY, 

"In  the  Canadian  Alps." 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Wednesday,  March  22. 

Mr.  DANIEL  EVANS, 

"Life  in  the  Coal  Mines  of  Pennsylvania.'' 


Wednesday,  March  29. 

Mr.  C.  HOWARD  WALKER, 

"  Civic  Architecture." 

Illustrated  by  Stereoptieon. 


Interrupted;  and  repeated  Wednesday,  April  li. 
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SOUTH    BOSTON. 

SHURTLEFF   SCHOOL, 

DORCHESTER    STREET. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

Mr.  THOMAS   C.  ESTY, 
"How  the  World  Moves." 


Tuesday,  February  14. 

PKOF.  LOUIS  C.  ELSON, 
"  Our  National  Music." 

Illustrated  by  Piano. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 

Me.  W.  B.  de  las  CASAS, 
"Paries  in  and  Around  Boston." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 

Tuesday,  February  28. 

Mrs.  ALICE   FREEMAN   PALMER, 

"Bicycle  Journeys  in  Euroi^e." 


Tuesday,  March  7. 

Prof.  H.  B.  RICHARDSON, 

"  German  Peasant  Life." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  March  14. 

Mr.  CHARLES   F.  DOLE, 

"  Our  Common  Property,  and  how  to 
Increase  it." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  March  21. 

Mrs.  MARY   A.  LIVERMORE, 
"  Some  Eminent  People  ivhom  I  have  met.' 


DORCHESTER. 

WARD     ROOM, 

MEETING      HOUSE     HILL. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

Rev.  W.  S.  KEY, 

"  27*6  Homes  of  our  Forefathers." 

(BOSTON,  ENGLAND.) 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  February  14. 

Rev.  EDWARD   G.  PORTER, 

"  Old  Boston." 
Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

Mr.  WM.  LYMAN  UNDERWOOD, 

"Hunting  with  a  Camera." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  February  28, 

Mr.  RAYMOND   L.  BRIDGMAN, 

"  Hoio  Massachusetts  peop)le  govern 
themselves." 


Tuesday,  March  7. 

MR.  CHARLES   BARNARD, 

"The  Steel  Bridge." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  March  14. 

Dr.  CHARLES   HARRINGTON, 

"The  Milk  Siipply  of  Boston." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  March  28. 

Mr.  CHARLES  TOWNSEND  COPELAND, 
Readings  from  Stevenson  and  Kipling. 


Tuesday,  April  11. 

MR.  C.  HOWARD   WALKER, 

"  Civic  Architecture." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Tuesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  PAUL  DU  CHAILLU, 

"  The  Great  African  Forest.' 


Tuesday,  March  28. 

Rev.  GEORGE  HODGES, 

"  William  the  Silent." 


Free  Municipal  Lectures. 
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JAMAICA   PLAIN. 

LOWELL    SCHOOL, 

310    CENTRE    STREET. 


Wednesday,  February  1. 

Prof.  CHARLES  E.  FAY, 

"Mountaineering  in  Colorado." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Wednesday,  February  8. 

MR.  THOMAS  C.  ESTY, 

"How  the  World  Moves." 


Wednesday,  February  IS. 

Prof.  L,OUIS  C.  ELSON, 

"  The  Evolution  oj  Music." 

Illustrated  by  Piano. 


Wednesday,  February  22. 

Mr.  albert  h.  munsell, 

"  Art  in  Public  Places." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


JAMAICA   PLAIN. 

LOWELL    SCHOOL, 

310    CENTRE    STREET. 


Saturday,  March  4. 

Rev.  EDWARD  EVERETT  HALE, 

"  History  in  Boston  Streets." 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

PROF.  H.  B.  RICHARDSON, 

"  German  Peasant  Life." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Wednesday,  March  IS. 

Mr.  DANIEL  EVANS, 

"  Life  in  the  Coal  Mines  of  Pennsylvania." 


Wednesday,  March  22. 

Hon.  JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Mayor, 

"  Baths  and  Gymnasia." 

Illustrated  by  Stereopticon. 


Financial  Statement. 


The  appropriation  was 
have  been  as  follows  : 


5,000  and  the  expenditures  to  date 


Lecturers 

$7 

80  OC 

) 

Travelling  expenses       .... 

63  OC 

-       $843  00 
378  95 

Illnstration  of  lectures      .... 

500  chairs  for  use  at  lectures    . 

250  00 

Use  of  Old  Library  Building     . 

240  00 

Printing            ...... 

215  35 

Advertising 

205  05 

Janitors'  services 

176  40 

Clerical  assistance 

94  83 

Office  equipment 
Postage  . 

92  57 
60  82 

Messenger  service 

32  52 

Incidentals 

7  50 

Total 

S2,596  99 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Lee, 

Chairman. 


In  Boabd  of  Aldermen,  May  8,  1899. 
Ordered  printed,  and  sent  down. 

David  F.  Barry, 

Chairman. 
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